The Young Canadians School of Performing Arts

Proudly Presents
The First Annual

The Senior & Apprentice Dance Students

Evelyn Hart ® Max Ratevossian @ Nikolai Raibin

Thursday April 24th, 2008 6pm d 9:30pm

The Young Canadians are well recognized for their high -energy performances at the annual
Grandstand Show at the Calgary Stampede. While the multi -million dollar stage production is well
known to Calgarians and international audiences that pack the grandstand for 10 nights, most are
unaware of the high calibre training program at The Young Canadians School of Performing Arts.

From September through March each year the Young Canadians are students of the school, attending
weekly classes to train in several disciplines of dance including ballet, jazz, hip hop and acro

They also study voice, musical theatre and gymnastics. For the first time in the 40 year history of the
Young Canadians program, ballet students will participate in an adjudication. This is a very exciting
step forward for the school to ensure continual progress in the quality of training students receive.

Background

—
Ue Baket Frogrant

Important to the overall development of a dancer, the role of ballet is becoming an even more
significant part of the Young Canadians training. Dancers who audition for a place in the Young
Canadians school are required to have previous ballet training because it provides a solid basis for
other dance forms they will study. Senior and Apprentice dancers participate in 3 ballet classes per
week from September through March under the direction of Hocine Layada. Dancers in both the
Senior and Apprentice programs will be evaluated at the 2008 adjudication.

Purpose
The SAapucdtcation Frocess

Three distinguished artists have agreed to attend the evaluation classes to provide valuable insight to

the students by observing the dancers, grading, critiquing and sharing their expertise. In a studio

setting, the dancers wil/| be evaluated while presentin
families and friends and other invited guests also observe.

Senior dancers will demonstrate up to 29 exercises and the Apprentices will demonstrate up to 24
exercises. In both groups, more developed dancers will include pointe work in their performance.
Dancers will receive an evaluation and comments on key areas of their technique and performance,
and awards will be presented for outstanding achievement. One student will be awarded the
distinction of Most Improved , for their achievement during the 07/08 school year.

8 %ﬂg«fﬁk/w@ The forma’F of this adjudication is unique becau_se the
dancers will be evaluated by professionals while also

TIEN l“'ellﬂ!lllg erforming for an invited audience.
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The evaluation process will provide;

e An opportunity for students to demonstrate skills learned and practiced during the school year

e An occasion for students to work toward to set goals for performing to the best of their ability

¢ Increased confidence gained through the experience of performing for professional adjudicators
o Greater clarity in the level of proficiency expected of the students in the program

As The Young Canadians School of Performing Arts moves into the future, the ballet program will play
a more significant role in developing the school 6s
will make a significant contribution to the overall quality of training the students receive.

e Gwest /lafiudicarors
Evelyn Hart

Award -winning ballerina, the mesmeric Evelyn Hart is an internationally
renowned dancer and one of Canadad6s most
her dance training in London, Ontario when she was fourteen and briefly

attended the National Ballet School before going to study at the Royal

Winnipeg Ballet School. She made her professional debut there in 1976 and

was promoted to soloist in 1978, then to principal dancer in 1979.

In 1980, Evelyn won a bronze medal at the World Ballet Concours in Japan.
Later that year, she came to international attention as the first Canadian to

be awarded a gold medal at the International Ballet Competition in Varna, Bulgaria as well as the
rarely awarded Certificate of Exceptional Artistic Achievement.

Among other numerous honours Ms. Hart holds awards for Officer of the Order of Canada in 1983,
promoted to Companion in 1994, Mani tobabdés Woman
for contribution to dance in Canada in 2000 and honorary doctorates from the University of Manitoba
and McMaster University in Hamilton.

Max Ratevossian

Currently a Ballet Master at the Cristina Pora Balaceanu Classical Ballet Academy
near Toronto, Max Ratevoissian attended the State Ballet School of Armenia and
the Vaganova State Ballet Academy in St. Petersburg, Russia. He performed as
Principal Dancer for nearly 20 years with the USSR State Ballet Theatre in Moscow

and has toured extensively. As a teacher, he has provided instruction to dancers in the professional
company of the National Ballet of Canada, Royal Winnipeg Ballet, Ballet National du Quebec and many
others.

Nikolai Raibin

A graduate of Vaganova Ballet Academy, Leningrad and Member of Vaganova
Syllabus in Canada, Nikolai Raibin is currently a Soloist with the North York City
Ballet in Toronto. As A Principal, Soloist and Guest Artist he has performed with a
dozen companies in Canada, the U.S. and abroad.

Ni kol ai 6s extensive teaching experience
highlights including Ballet Master at McMaster University in Hamilton Ontario and
Classical Ballet Teacher at Academy of Ballet and Jazz, Toronto.
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Brian Foley
Director/Choreographer, Calgary Stampede Grandstand Show
Director of School Development, Artistic Development & Training Standards

Mr. Foley has been with the organization since 1997 and is one of Canada's busiest and most
renowned dance teachers as well as a director/choreographer. A Toronto native, Mr. Foley made his
professional debut at the age of ten, and has worked and trained with many choreographic greats,
including Jerome Robins, Michael Bennett and Bob Fosse. At age nineteen, he choreographed his first
television series. Other credits are over 600 TV shows, numerous feature films (including "lce Castles"

and "For Your Eyes Only") and Special Award Productions. He has choreographed and directed over 100 professional
stage shows, Broadway Musicals, Ice Shows, Revues, Roller Skating and Gymnastic Spectacles, and many Corporate
Events across Canada, the USA, England, Europe, South America, Russia, and the Far East. His "Associated Dance
Arts For Professional Teachers" (ADAPT), the ADAPT Dance Examination System, and the Adapt Teachers Training
School has set new standards for both teachers and students across Canada.

Hocine Layada
Ballet Master

Born in Marseille, France, Hocine Layada started dancing at age 10 and began his professional
training at the "Academie de Dance Princesse Grace" (Monaco, Monte -Carlo) in 1980. In 1984 he
& was a finalist at the Prix de Lausanne in Switzerland, earning the distinction of Encouragement. In
R the 806s he also traveled to Hambur g, Germany on
\ and became a full company member. In 1990 Mr. Layada joined the Antwerpen Ballet in Belgium,
A 2 then returned to Germany, traveling with the Komisch Opera and appearing as a guest soloist with

Gera Ballet Company and Erfurt Ballet Company. In 1993 he came to Canada, joining the Alberta Ballet Company,
distinguishing himself in many solo parts. He later danced with the Ontario Ballet Theatre, with Raymond Smith as
Director, and returned to Calgary in 1997 to again join Alberta Ballet and to teach at various dance schools. Mr.

Layada first taught ballet for the Young Canadians School of Performing Arts in 1999. In 2003, he performed in
Victoria BC as the lead character in a production of Peter Pan, choreographed by Mr. David Roland, former Principal

Dancer with the Berlin Opera Ballet. Mr. Layada then taught at various Calgary dance schools, and returned to the

Young Canadians school in the fall of 2005.

Aapdicarion Svent Betnits

Families and friends of students are invited to observe the classes. Parents of dancers are encouraged
to attend both the Apprentice and Senior classes for full benefit of the evaluation. Supporters of the
Young Canadians, community arts professionals and volunteers are also welcomed.

Thursday April 24th, 2008
Doors to the Blue Room will open for family & friends at 5:30 pm

6:00 pm 0 7:00 pm Apprentice Dancers Session TYC Studios & The Blue Room
7:00 pm 0 7:30 pm Intermission Agriculture Building

7:30 pm 0 8:45 pm Senior Dancers Session Stampede Park

8:45 pm 06 9:30 pm Reception

For further information;

Phil Heerema
Director of Administration
Young Canadians School of Performing Arts
Phone 261 -0347 G Clhpry Stimpedds
Email pheerema@calgarystampede.com y 1
TYC tanhiians
Patricia Metz =
Production Secretary
Phone 261 -0129 .
Email pmetz@calgarystampede.com Celebrating 40 Years of Excellence

T
For Audition Dates & Information, visit www.theyoungcanadians.com :




